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   OFFERTORY  COLLECTION 
                                                                                                                         

February 15 & 16   $3,922 
Offertory Envelopes—$3,738                            
&  Special Collections—$184 

 

 (Special collections include fuel/heat, building & maintenance, 
candles, holy days, special diocesan collections, etc.)  

 
 
 

D ear Parishioners and Friends, 
  The book of Leviticus sets forth the laws concerning the 

community of Israel and its covenant relationship with God. 
The primary command is to be holy as God is Holy. Such Holi-
ness is expressed in love of one’s neighbor, which Jesus notes 
in today’s Gospel. 
     The second reading also speaks of holiness. Paul uses a vari-
ety of metaphors to the Corinthians understand that they are 
part of a new reality: they belong to Christ and Christ belongs 
to God. This new relationship has moral expectations. They are 
to consider themselves God’s temple, and as such should re-
main holy and undefiled, avoiding various immoral behaviors. 
      Matthew and Like share a source for today’s Gospel, which 
scholars call “Q,” a collection of sayings that Mark did not use, 
or perhaps did not have available, when he penned his Gospel. 
In Matthew, we hear a very specific list of behaviors expected 
of a disciple, behaviors that exceed the Old Testament com-
mandments. They are to offer no resistance when threatened, 
even to the extend of offering the other cheek when struck. If 
someone sues over a trivial matter – one’s shirt – avoid the con-
flict and give the coat as well. Roman soldiers traveling through 
an unfamiliar region could impress a civilian to guide them for 
one mile. Jesus recognizes this unpopular practice and proposes 
that the disciple should go an additional mile. Each of these 
situations builds in difficulty: offer no resistance, turn the other 
cheek, give up one’s covering, provide service to the imperial 
occupier. The final action is the most shocking: “You have 
heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.” Jesus doesn’t deny that loving one’s neighbor is 
desirable. But he upsets biblical, cultural, and societal expecta-
tions. “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you.” His warrant for such extravagant behavior: 
As children of their heavenly Father, who makes the sun rise on 
both the good and the bad, they are to strive to be perfect as 
God is perfect. The Greek word translated as “perfect” is 
teleios, which actually means “having reached an end or 
achieved completion.”                                       By our extrava-
gant behavior that goes beyond the limits of the law, we 
demonstrate that we are nearing our end, which is union with 
God. 
 
          God bless, 
                                                                Fr. Andrew 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday:   Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Wednesday: Ash Wednesday; Fast and Abstinence  

K ochani Parafianie 
  “Badzcie swietymi”-to wezwanie z pierwszego czytania 

dzisiejszej liturgii Slowa powinno streszczcac wszystkie 
wysilki calego zycia chrzescijanina. Ogromnie wazne jest 
uzasadnienie tego wezwania: “Badzcie swietymi, bo i Ja jestem 
swiety”. To bardzo pocieszajace! To oznacza, ze Bog nie zre-
zygnowal z nas pomimo sprzeniewierzenia pierwszych ludzi ale 
w swoim niewyczerpanym milosierdziu, zabiega nadal o to, by 
czlowiek byl na podobienstwo Jego. 
      Sam Bog wyjasnia tez, kiedy i w czym objawia sie nasza 
ludzka swietosc: kiedy nie zywimy nienawisci do braci; kiedy 
nam zalezy na tym, by nasi blizni trwali w sprawiedliwosci; 
kiedy kochamy innych jak siebie samych. Jeszce bardziej 
zaskakujace ale i podnoszace na duchu jest to, co mowi 
sw.Pawel. Otoz dowiadujemy sie od niego, ze kazdy czlowiek 
ochrzczony jest “swiatynia Boga”. Az trudno w to uwierzyc!  
      I wlasnie to przede wszystkim winno wyznaczyc nasza 
postawe wobec bliznich: jesli ich zniewazymy, jesli im czy-
nimy krzywde, to krzywdzimy nie tylko ich jako ludzi, ale 
przyczyniamy sie do zniewazenia swiatyni Boga. Przedwieczne 
Slowo Boze stalo sie cialem po to, zeby nas nauczyc szacunku i 
milosci dla drugiego czlowieka  
 
     Szczesc Boze,   
                                                          Ks. Andrzej  

†  Slowo Proboszcza  †  †  † 
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ST. HEDWIG NEWS PARISH  NEWS STEEPLE REPAIR  
PROJECT  

$29,580! 
received to date 

  A BIG THANK YOU TO 
                                        OUR RECENT DONORS! 

$125,000 IS NEEDED TO COMPLETE 

THE WORK  TO RESTORE THE EXTERIOR 
STEEPLE ROOFS AND LEAD-COPPER FLASH-

INGS AND ALSO THE COMPLETE  
RESTORATION OF THE TWO (2) STEEPLE 

CROSSES AT THE VERY TOP  

Thank you to everyone who has already contributed 
to the steeple repair project. All donations, large and 

small, are greatly appreciated. God bless you.  

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING TODAY! 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
is FEBRUARY 26TH 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent.  
It is a day of fast and absƟnence.  

 

Ashes will be distributed at all  
  Masses in the Church on Ash Wednesday: 
 

                  12:00pm, 5:30pm & 7:00pm (Polish) 
In the Roman Catholic Church, Ash Wednesday is the first day 
of Lent, the season of preparation for the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ on Easter Sunday.  The distribution of ashes reminds us 
of our own mortality and calls us to repentance. In the early 
Church, Ash Wednesday was the day on which those who had 
sinned, and who wished to be readmitted to the Church, would 
begin their public penance. The ashes that we receive are a 
reminder of our own sinfulness, and most Catholics leave them 
on their foreheads all day as a sign of humility.   

SAVE THE DATE 
CYM  PILGRIMAGE  WITH BISHOP MALOOLY 

SAT. APRIL 4TH 
Bishop Malooly invites youth and young adults from all parish-
es and schools to join him as we come together for the eleventh  
annual CYM Pilgrimage on Saturday, April 4, 2020. Young 
people from across the diocese will carry the diocesan pilgrim-
age cross through the streets of Wilmington with the bishop as 
a representation of Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem and his journey on 
Good Friday to Calvary. Registration opens early at St. Thom-
as the Apostle and the day begins with opening prayer.  We 
conclude with the 5pm liturgy at St. Elizabeth. Don’t miss this 
great opportunity to wrap up your Lenten journey with hun-
dreds of your peers. Registration deadline is March 27th!  
Registration details will be posted soon. PLEASE NOTE: Due 
to the Pilgrimage the 4:00 p.m. Mass will be at 5:00 p.m.! 

LENTEN  DEVOTIONS  
at  

St. Hedwig Church   

DAILY MASS   
in Saint John Paul II Chapel  

    6:30 p.m.   Monday  -  Thursday  
8:00 a.m.  -  Saturday morning  

             

           TRADITIONAL STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
7:00 p.m. Friday evenings in Church     

February 28 and March 13 & March 27  

SHADOW  STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
(performed by children of the parish) 
7:00 p.m. Friday evenings in Church  
March 6 & March 20 and April 3    

(Free soup dinner served down in the parish hall following the 
Stations of the Cross every Friday during Lent) 

CONFESSION: One-half hour before daily Mass during Lent. 
Our Parish Lenten Penance Service will be held on Thursday, 
April 2nd. Confessions only (no Mass) will be heard in Church 
at 12:00 p.m. and at 7:00 p.m. Mass will be celebrated at 6:30 
p.m. in Church. Following the 6:30 p.m. Mass in Church on 
April 2nd, confessions will resume in Church with visiting 
priests available to hear confession. Confessions will be heard 
in both the Polish and English languages.  

ASH WEDNESDAY IS THE BEGINNING OF LENT 
Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving: these disciplines, prescribed by 
Jesus himself in the Sermon on the Mount, along with strict 
instructions not to flaunt them in public to win recognition and 
praise (Matthew 6:1-18), have been embraced by all the saints 
at the beginning of every Lent for almost two thousand years. 
But mention Lent, and many react with a grimace or slight 
shudder—even now, years after official obligations have been 
reduced to a minimum! No wonder the Eastern Rite’s “Lenten 
Announcement” sounds surprising: “Let us receive with joy, O 
faithful people, the divinely inspired announcement of Lent! 
The Lenten Spring shines forth! Begin the fast with joy! Let us 
fast from passions as well as food, taking pleasure in the good 
works of the Spirit, and accomplishing them in love!” Saint 
John Chrysostom, whose feast is September 13, elaborates: 
“Do you fast? Give proof by your works. If you see a poor per-
son, take pity. An enemy, be reconciled. A friend gaining hon-
or, don’t be jealous.” A positive approach! May the saints help 
us keep such a Lent!      —Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

WE WELCOME YOU TO ST. HEDWIG PARISH 
If you are new to the parish we welcome you to St. Hedwig 
Church! We invite you to join our parish family. Please register 
by calling the Parish Office at 594-1400, ext. 0, or by filling out 
the registration form on the table in the back of the Church.  

SUNDAY AFTERNOON ADORATION   
Come spend time alone with Jesus every Sunday afternoon 
from 3:00-4:00 p.m. in Church. “Could you not keep watch for 
one hour?” (Mk 14:37).  He is really there!  
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PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our  
protection against the wickedness and snares of the  
devil.  May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, 
O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, thrust 
into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits who prowl about the 
world seeking the ruin of souls.   Amen.            

AROUND THE DIOCESE  

CATHEDRAL CEMETERY COMPANION NICHES 
Many  of our parishioners have been laid to rest at Cathedral  
Cemetery located at 2400 Lancaster Avenue in Wilmington. With 
the growing acceptance of cremation, the  cemetery has just con-
structed 320 companion niches for the above ground entombment 
of cremated bodies. These niches  are located in the beautiful  
climate controlled Queen of Apostles Chapel and are now available 
at a special introductory price through April 30, 2020.For those 
choosing  traditional burial there are both lots and crypts available 
as well. For more information contact Deb at Cathedral Cemetery 
by calling (302)516–7618. A few minutes planning ahead will save 
your loved ones from confusion and anxiety in the future. Cathe-
dral Cemetery has been serving the local community for 144 years. 
We are professionally managed with a full time on site staff to 
serve your needs. 

DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON CATECHETICAL DAY 
The Office for Religious Education invites you to  
attend Catechetical Day on March 21, 2020 at St. Thomas More 
Academy with Bishop W. Francis Malooly. Catechetical Day  
allows the opportunity to celebrate those who have been giving 
effective witness for years and are living the call within their reli-
gious education programs, families, and the larger community. 
Directors/Coordinators of Religious Education and Catechists will 
be honored for anniversary years of service. These years are: 5, 10, 
15, 20, 25, 30, 35+.  This year's Catechetical Theme is "Stay With 
Us." Bob McCarty, D. Min. is the keynote speaker for the event. 
For more information or to register, please call the Diocesan Office 
for Religious Education at (302)573-3130 or contact your Parish 
Religious Education Office. The deadline for registration is March 
2, 2020. For more information please visit www.cdow.org/
CatecheticalDay2020.   

TUNE IN AND LISTEN TO CATHOLIC FORUM  
Listen to Catholic Forum every Saturday morning at 11:00 a.m.  on 
Relevant Radio 640. Next Saturday, February 29th, tune in for de-
tails about the upcoming Catholic Men’s Fellowship of Delmarva 
Conference, when Al Wyllie is the guest.  After it airs, listen online 
anytime at www.cdow.org/CatholicForum, or search “Catholic 
Forum” on Apple, Spotify, or iHeartRadio podcasts.  For photos, 
information regarding upcoming guests, links and more, “Like” 
Catholic Forum on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
Catholicforum.  
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
LAST CHANCE FOR TIME TOGETHER IN MARCH 
Give yourself and your spouse time away from everyday responsi-
bilities and listen to that special someone who loves you! Enrich 
your relationship by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend on March 6-8, 2020 in Rehoboth Beach, DE.  For more 
information visit our website at www.wwme-delmar.org or to reg-
ister for the weekend, please call today; Tony and Linda Massino 
at (302)220-9833. What a great birthday or anniversary gift. 
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†   The Sanctuary Lamp   † 
 
 
 
 
 

signifying the Eucharistic Presence of  
Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

 

will burn this week in loving memory of   

Lenny & Joanne Szafranski 
(birthdays)    

 

as requested by their Children & Spouses, 
Granddaughters & Great Granddaughter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Monday,      February 24   
 6:30pm        Kenny Farrell int. Frank Ragan                                                                        
Tuesday,      February 25   
 6:30pm        Living Intentions & Blessings of Health  
                     for our homebound parishioners and those living   
                     in nursing homes                                                                                       
Wednesday, February 26  † Ash Wednesday 
12:00pm       Stanley Bartkowski int. Barbara & Dave Marconi 
  5:30pm       Lenny & Joanne Szafranski (5th & 6th anniversaries) 
                     int. Children & Spouses, Granddaughters  
                     and Great-Granddaughter 
  7:00pm       Rev. Edward Glapiak                                         
Thursday,    February 27    
  6:30pm       Rev. Anthony Schelich, OSFS 
                     int. Holy Rosary Society                                                                              
Saturday,     February 29    
  8:00am       Parishioners & Benefactors of St. Hedwig Church  
                     & St. Stanislaus Kostka Church                                                                                                              
  4:00pm        Stanley Bartkowski int. Theresa Bartkowski                                                                     
Sunday,        March 1  †  Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time       
  9:00am       Stephen J. Siemienski int. Daughters,  
                     Dorothy and Beatrice                                                                                                                
11:30am       Kazimierz and Helena Baginski int. Family                                                                                                                 
 4:00pm        Ingrid, Roman, and Antoni Kwiatkowski int. Family 


